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WHE FORT SNELLING SWINDLE.

The sale by the present Secretary of War
of Furt Suelling, including the reservation of
eight or ten thousand acres of valuable land
lying between the rivers Mississippi and Min-
nesots at their Jm‘iﬂﬂ. six miles above the
city of 8t. Paul and sbout the same distance
below the Falls of St. Anthony, has very nat-
urally excited general comment and aroused
much indigoation. An investigation of the
origin and character of this sale was ordered
by the House early in January, and « fair
Committee (two Administration men, two Re-
publicans, one Douglis Demoerat) appointed
by Speaker Orr to make it. That Committeo
took testimony at intervals throughout the
first three months of this year, and this
testimony has been reperted by them in a vol-
ume of 368 pages, pungent extracts from
which are given on another page of this sheet,
Those extracts—Dbeing the evidence of tho
Ilon. Robert Smith of lllinois, who formally
demanded the investigation, and of the Hon,
Richard Schell of this city, who was one of the
gilent, partners in the purchase—will serve to
give shrewd and careful readers a prelty clear
idea of the nature of the transaction. Let us
endeavor to present in order its most promi-
nent features, viz. :

1. At the last session of Congress, at the
very close of (he session, an amendment was
foisted into one of the General Appropriation
bills authorizing the Secretury of War to sell
such of the U. 8. Military Reservations as
were no longer required for Military purposes.
This amendment, though moved in the Senate
by Mr, Weller of Californin, was prompted (as
Mr. I himself testifies) by Mr. Rice, then
Delegate (now U, 8. Scoafor elect) from Min-
nesota, with a special eye to the sale of the
Fort Snelling reservation, :

2, This amendment was received with dis-
trust by Senators, who inquired—* How are
these lands to be sold?”  Mr, Weller promptly
and confidently answered, “ At public sale.”
This quieted all opposition, and the amend-
ment was adopted. Probably less than half
the Senate, and hardly a Member of the House,
were aware of its existence. Nothing was
said of the matter in the newspapers; and, so
far as can be ascertained, not twenty people in
all were aware that the sale of this Reserve
was contemplated, untill the fact transpired,
about mid-summer, that it had been privately
sold by the Secretary through the agency of
two Commissioners of his appointment, to Mr,
Franklin Steele, who had long been Army sut-
tler at that Fort, and claimed to own certain
buildings there. There was no advertisement,
no public announcement that this Reserve was
for sale, until after it had been actually sold;
and the three or four persons who suspected,
or guessed, or had heard rumors, that it might
be put in market, were unable to learn that
any such sale was going forward. The ITon.
Robert Smith testifies that he wrote the Secre-
tary from Minncsota in April, stating that he
desired to know if, when and how this Reserve
was to be gold, desiring Lo bid for a part of it.
This letter was pever acknowledged in any
way ; when he again wrole (July 2,) he re-
ceived an answer (dated 21st) informing him
that the Reserve had been sold.

8. Mr. Jobn B. Floyd of Virginia became
Secretary of War on the 4th or ith of March,
1857 —directly after the passage of the Rice-
amen'ment aforesaid. Though then a novice
at Washington, he seems to havs been early
posted up with regard to this Rice-amendment
and its bearing on the Fort Snelling reserve,
Dr. Arch. Graham of Lexington, Va. (but who
appears to be guite at home in Washington,)
testifies that he called on Secretary Floyd (an
old friend) in April, 1857, told Mr. F. he was
going to Minnesota to make investments, and
would like anythipg to do in that quarter
that would pay his expenses. * He told me
he had nothing, unless 1 took the ageney of
some old forts that Congress had directed the
sale of. He mentioned Fort Snelling and Fort
Ripley."” [Congress had *directed” the sale
of no forts, but only such as were no longer
needed for Military purposes might be sold.]
Dr. Grabam inwardly decided that he should
prefer to go into this business as a purchaser,
80 he told Secretary Floyd he would think of
the matter, and in due time wrole the Seere-
tary a note declining the agency, and went to
Minnesota to buy the Fort Snelling tract, not
to sell it. There be figured as the agent or
representative of the Hon. John O, Mather,
Mr. Richard and Mre. Richard Schell (which
docsn't mean Mr. Augustus) of this city, and
was seerotly a partner with Mr. Franklin
Steele in buying the property—the Commis-
sloners now swearing that they didn’t know
him in that capacity, nor suppose anybody but
Franklin Steele eoncerned in the purchase
Mr. Secretary Floyd also knew nobody as con-
cerned in the purchase but Franklin Steele.
We say Mre. Richard Schell doesn't mean Mr.
Augostus Schell, because both the Mr. Schells
a0 testify ; but it appears that Mr. Augustus
Schell lent Mra. Richard Schell $5,000 of the
money put into this operation, and has not yet
got it back, though Mrs. Richard Schell is at-

tested by ber husband to be worth §100,000,
And Dr, Arch. Graham, who was going up to
Minnesota to speculate in lands before he cver

heard of Fort Snelling or had any relations
with Ms and the Schells, appears not to
have dollar into this nor anything else.
1t doesn’t look as though he had anything to

in | n Stecle has paid in $10,000,
and the Schells $20,000, but Dr. Gra-

bam just nothing at all except his services, for
which he is to haye $6000 a year, and is “let
in" for one-twenty-goventh of the purchase.

4. Mr. Secretary Floyd, coming green into
the War Department on the 4th or bHth of
March, was formally applied to. by Delegate
Rice on the 7th of April following. In his
letter, Mr, Rico says: * Fort Snelling will
probably be reguired as a depot, and with it
say forty acres of the present reseryabion.”

Yet, groen as Mr, Floyd was in Army mat-

ters, be never applied to Gen. Scott, Comman-
- der-in-Chief, nor to Gen. Persifer Fg Smith,
in that to ascer-

T this reserve could now Be given
i 3 not all, how much of it. He did

& ﬁ'—u;:m
Jewup, bit when does not apponr, an his letter
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80 puitable as Al
1f this policy is to be adopted, and it certainly

ia the ‘true policy, mot @ foot of the sito of

Fort Snclling can be spared, !
ing the defence of the frontier."

In the face of this opinion, and without cop-
sulting any other military authority, the six-
weeks old Secretary pushoed on the sale!

5. Some time in April, Maj. Seth Eastman
of the Army, an old crony of Steele's, was
sent out by Secretary Floyd to survey the Fort
Snelling Reserve into forty acre lots, with only
verbal ordefs.  On the 26th of May, Major
Eastman and William King Heiskell, a neigh-
bor in Virginin, and special political and per-
sooal ally of Secretary Floyd, were appointed
by him Commissioners, at §8 per day and ex-
penses, to go out to Minnesota and sell the
Fort Snelling Reserve. Dr. Arch. Graham
was already on the ground, as was Maj. East
man in his crpneity of Surveyor, Franklin
Stecle was living there where he had lived for
many years as sutler. To make the witch-
broth *“slab and good,” Mr. John (. Mather
was about this time appointed by Secretary
Floyd a Commissioner to go out to Minnesota
(at $8 a day and expenses) and there examine
and report on the Fort Ripley reservation. He
did so, having arranged with the Schells and
with Dr, Graham to dip into Fort Snelling if
that should seem “right.” So the 1st of June
or thereabouts found the whole party, except
Sceretary Floyd and the Schells, at or about
Fort Snelling.

6. The Commissioners, Eastinan and Heis-
kell, were appointed at Washington on the
26th of May last; on the 6th of Junc—eleven
days thercafter—they had exvcuted at Fort
Snelling the sale of the whole Reserve to
Franklin Steele for $00,000—one third to be
paid on the 10th of July following ; *the bal-
ance in two equal annual payments thereafter.”
‘ Possession to be given as goon as the Becre-
tary of War can dispense with it for military
purposes, and @ deed given when the first pay-
ment aforcsaid is made, and gatisfactory secu-
rity lor the deferred payments given.,” The
annals of the Government may be safily chal-
lenged for the production of another instance
in which & valuable estate was deeded awny
upon the payment of one-third of the pur-
chase money, without even requiring a mort-
gage for the balance due. The deferred pay-
ments are nol even on interest, and, though
Mauj. Eastman was sent out expressly to sur-
vey the tract into forty-acre lots, he appears
not even 1o have completed the survey at all
[he says in his testimony it was * ncarly com-
pleted when he received instructions as Cow-
wmissioner”] but in the contract of sale it is
said to be “about seven thousand acres.”
Good judges testify that the area is from eight
to ten thousand acres, Maj. Eastman testifies
plumply that * the land is not sccured to him
[Steele] until it has been paid for, * except by
contract"—the exact contrary being stipulated
in the contract, signed by Maj. Lastman,

7. That there should be all manner of loose
testimony as to the value of a property so mys-
teriously sold, is almost a matter of course.
Men were breught forward to swear it down
to $55,000, while equally good judges swore
it up to $400,000. Some swore the soil in the
average poor—partly subject to overflow by
the rivers; partly sandy and sterile; while
others considered it in the average quite good.
We infer that some of it is very good, but
that, as a whole, it is not equal to the average
of Minnesota. Some swore it a rare site for a
city; othersthat it was worth little or nothing
on that score. It is very geverally agrecd
among the witnesses, however, that, if this
site had been open to settlement fiftcen years
ago, the great commercial city of the Upper
Missiseippi would have been located here
rather than at St. Paul: but the fact that St.

long a start, is bard to get over. Mr. Steele,
however, testifies that he has begun to lay out
a city on the Reserve, and has sold lots, éven
in these times, at fair town lot prices. Mr. H.
B. Hancock, living in Minneapolis, and engag-
ed in buying and loaning on lands, testifies
that he considers this Reserve worth little or
nothing now as a town-site, but worth fully
$200,000 for agricultural purposes. Mr. Stedle
corroborates this by testifying that he has sold
one-twenty-seventh of the Reserve for §6,666
in cagh or it equivalent, which is at the rate
of $170,082 for the whale. We presume
$200,000 about the fair, honest value of the
property now, though it might ensily have
been sold for $400,000 Inst Summer., The
amount paid for it, including the real value of
the improvements which Mr, Steele and otbers
had some sort of equitable (but pot legal) claim
to compensation for, was about §100,000, so
that the gouge perpetrated on the Treasury is
Jjust about that amount.

8. A most significant feature of this busi-
ness is the unwillingness of the parties cin-
cerned to tell from whom they first learned
that Fort Snelling was to bo sold. Dr. Gra-
ham, indeed, tells us that Secretary Floyd told
him ; but hear the others;

“ Question 779. Btate whence you [Richard
Schell] first derived the information that Fort
Snelling was in market and for gale ¥

“ Answer. I do not distinctly recollect how
I came in gosscssion of the facts. 1 think I
saw in a paper, daring Pierce'sadministration,
that the Fort was to be sold.”

This staternent is scarcely reconcilable with
recorded facts, Rice tried, the year before, to
induce the War Department to sell the Fort
Snelling Reserve to Franklin Steele for fiftecn
dollars an acre, siating in his letter that the
whole resérvation, “including the overflowed
lands,” contained but five thousand acres,
making the price, $75,000. Beeretary Jeff.
Davis very promptly inserted the following
fiea in the ears of the confederate speculators:

“Wan Deranramsr,
Wasmwarax, May, 6, 1866

“Sm: I duly received your letter of the
24th ultime, inclosing an of Mr. Franklin
Steele to hase miliiary reservation at
Fort Snelling st fifteen dollars per acre.

o« e bl ot

n U] and Mr.
Steele's offer cann therekr’;l. be eutertained.
His Tetter to you is ith returncd.

¥ v?«w ohﬂiﬂl"mml.,
JEFF'N DAV:‘S,

Secretary of War.
““Hon. H. M. Rice, House of Represeniatives.”
- The authority to sell Fort Snelling was only
wormed through Congress by Mr. Rice in the
very last hours of Gen, Pierce’s Administra-
tion, and then in terms that made no distinct
allusion to that fort. Nothing was ever said
of it in the newapapers till the fact transpired
that the Reserve had been privately sold. ~ Yet
Mr. Schell, when further pressed, persists that
ho “does not remember,” *cannot say” &e,,
&c., from whom or how he first. learned that

-| Fort Snelling was to he sold!. Apd Mr. John
O, Mather, when pressed in o similar way,

Paul, St. Anthony, Minneapolis, &c., have so |,

“1 think I saw it in the laws scot me,
unm!ng "‘zic'l .: one authorizing the sale of
theso reservations "

Naw, the Session Laws of Congress ave
very hnrd to get—(as we hive had amplo res
gon to know, since we require an early copy
every year to be condensed for our Almanac)
for several weeks, after o session closes; this
act (saying nothing of Fort Snelling) was not
passed till March 8d; and Dr. Grabam states
that he went to Minnesota to buy this property
for Mather, the Schells and himself (as
he testifies) *‘the last of April, 1867." Of
course; Mr. Mather—misrecollects. But why
is it deemed necessary by Mather, and the
Schells to testify after this fashion? The
‘“white heap yonder” is visible te all cyes:
but who is the cat it seeks to conceal? If his
name is not John B, Floyd, what s it?

9. Messrs. Eastman and Heiskell were ap-
pointed and paid as Commissioners to sell the
Fort Snelling property—of course, to sell it
justly for the Government, fairly for the com-
munity. It was perfectly notorious that there
would be eager and wide competition for this
property if it were known to be for sale.
Though the Hon. Robert Smith's first letter
of inquiry is ignored at the War office, ye' the
letters of John G. Sherburne and the Hon,
Paul Dillingham (ex-M. 0. from Vt.) asking
to be allowed a chance to purchase, are
there on file. Mr. D., writing from Water-
bury, Vt., May 1, '67, tells Secretary Floyd
“that he has learned that such lands and
forts as are no longer needed are to be
gold, and it has occurred to me that you
will sell Fort Snelling, near where 1 would
like to Joeate.,” Mr. D. tells Mr. Floyd that he
“always hss been, and am yet, a rcliable
Demoerat—that he is tired of living in Ver-
mont, where genuine Democracy is poorly
thought of hy the great colored party who
rule, and always will, here.”  One would sup-
pose such letters were worth a response
through some idle clerk in the War Depart-
ment, but never a word did they evoke.
Mossrs, Bastman and Heiskell went about the
business of selling eight or ten thousand acres
of highly valuable land as though it were the
stealing of a sheep—saying nothing to nobody
—never allowing it to transpire that they were
commissioned for this purpose—never giving
another person but Franklin Steele and his
confederates a chance to make an offer—and
selling the whole tract in a lump, within one
week after Mr. Heiskell arrived, for half of its
worth and a fourth of what it would have
brought, and giving one and two years’ credit
without interest for two-thirds of the price!

10. Maj. Eastman favors the Committee and
‘* thie rest of mankind” with a definition that
sirikes us as a stunmer. Hear him!

“ Question T2. Your object was to get a
good price?

‘“ Answer. T presume so.

‘' Question 78, Why, then, did you not
advertise it, in order to obtain the best price?

‘“Answer. Because it would not then have
been o private sale, [/!/], and our objects
might have been defeated.”

Maj. Eastman is of course entitled to a
leather medal for his improvement in lexi-
cography, but we cannot accept it. We must
insist that our respected patrons who advertise
their farins, houses, &e,, in Tur Trisuse to be
sold '‘at private sale” are not idiots. We
don't dispute that this of Fort Snelling iwcas a
private sale—very privale—the most private,
for such a property, that we ever beard of—
but, though a more fair and open course might
have spoiled the profit of the transaction, we
ingist that it would still, so long as the prop-
erty was not put up at auction, have been a
private sle to all crelitable intents and pur-
poses.

11. We maust close this too long expose ; yet
a single touch of Mr. William King Heiskell
Secretary Floyd's townsman and special en-
voy, must nol be omitted. Mr. H. testifies as
follows:

“After the sale was made, Mr. Steele re-
marked that ‘if we had sold the land to any-
body else he would have cliimed damages
from the Government.' 1 remarked to him
that T looked upon the sale about like this:
‘If the sale had been made to anybody el
the Black Republicans in Congress wmm
have been unscrupuléus enough to have given

ou $50,000 for your buildings, You are a

emoorat, it is truo; but for all that the Black
Republicans would have given you 50,000 for
your buildings;' so that Fllooked upon the sale
8%, in reality, made for $30,000 or $40,000
more than the price named.”

—Ag neither Mr. Steole nor any one else had
any possible pre-emption right to any part of
this nor any other subsisting Reserve (the law
being explicit on that point), we submit that
Mr. Heiskell's eagerncss to smuggle away the
public property at half-price from approhen-
sion that the wicked * Black Republicans”
would give a Democrat 50,000 of public
motey unjustly, was stretching his zeal for the
interests of the Government entirely too far
for n beggarly $8 per day. Mr. Floyd should
double the dose at once; and if Steele, Schell,
and Co. do the fair thing by the SBeerotary, we
insist that he shall give Helskell an extra
thousand out of his dividend. Such a watch-
fal and wary virtue as this of Heiskell—a vir-
tue that rushes in to swindle the Government
out of $100,000, for fear that the * Black
Republicans™ will steal and give to a Demoerat
only $50,000—is too sublime to pass unre-
warded in theso evil days.

Happy Generally.

What & good time the so-called Democracy
are having! They are so happy ! and they soen
to enjoy it so beartily, too. The present appa-
rent complacent mood, and the shaking of
hands and telling of experiences they are en-
gaged in, and the general rqjoicings every-
where makes us almost wish wo were members
of the party. The House congratulates the
Senate, the Senate the House—Toombs, Clay,
and others, compliment and econgratulate the
President, and that venerable slanderer and
ingrate is so intensely happified he is almost
deprived of the power of speech. And what
is it for 1
Why, they have succeeded in elading the
vigilance of the combined opposition, and
palming off another humbug on the country,
to come up in due timo to distract and ngitate
it
The Richmond ‘' South” says: "“In view of
such important consequences, the people of the
Bouth will accept this settlement of the Kan-
aas controversy with unfeigned satisfaction.”
And, exclaims the New York * News," * Kan-
a8, thanks to the true Democracy, is out of
the way at lnst, and something, we hope, may
now be done toward legislating for general
interests.”

And who, we would ask, is to bo thanked for
" Kansas" ever being in the way? How came
the question to bo o confused and perplexing!

Thanks are due the Democracy for gettiog us|  LOCAL INTELLGENCE.

into the difficalty, and still greater thanks are

fluc that erganization for making the diffieulty
amnore intrieate.  Thanks indeod! !

© A man may dig a pit and conceal its open-
ing, direct'us so unmigtakably and particalar-
ly that we can't miss falling nto it, and then
for getting us out and putting us into a deeper
and dirtier one, demands thanks, and exacts
pay! That's about the position of the people
and the so-called Democracy in -reference to
this pretended settlement of the Kansas ques-
tion.

But the “South,” after battling with heated
zeal and almost unparalleled obstinacy, sud-
denly settles quictly down, and gives expres-
sion to the following groundless anticipations.
That paper, speaking of the settlement and
its probable resulls, says: * We may then an-
ticipate a period of comparative quiet, during
which the public mind will settle down on the
non-intervention doctrine.”

Now, that's rich to come from the intelligent
editor of the “South.,” A time of compara-
tive quiet may be anticipated during which the
public mind will settle down on nen-interven-
tion!! If the publid mind has not been settled
down for years en that doctrine it was never
settled down on any, If it was not disturbed
by Walker in Kansas, under tnstructions from
the Président, wo are much deceived; and if
the English bill itself, over which there is so
much sham glorification is not intervention in
# most odious form, we do not understand lan-
guage. Non-intervention is the dogtrine which
has long been held by the people, but the par-
ty in power, and which got into power on that
principle, has shamefully violated it, and hence
all our troubles,

This Kansas difficulty was hatched, nursed
and nourished by the so-called Democratic
party. It has absorbed fiva months of the time
Congress has been in session, and which has
been spent in angry debate and inflammatory
gpeeches, It has so retarded business that the
New York “News," above quoted, is glad it is
settled, beeause, now, something may be done
Jor general interests—thus indirectly admit-
{ing that time has been wasted, and that the
so-called Democracy, having a majority in
hoth Howses, is responsible for it !

We congratulate the Country on the transient
quiet this delusive settlement brings, for an
interval of rest was needed. We sympathiz:
with the Country in advanee on account of the
troubles impending, of which this bill is the
germ. Or, should this fortunately provea per-
manent seltlement of this Kansas question,
we almost know somie other of equal or even
of more perplexity will shortly be sprung.

Asto the harmless display of ecstatic feeling,
and boisterous and meaningless declamation
indulged in by inflated demagogues, we have
nothing to eay and less to fear. We doubt not
they are sincerely glad they have been tempo-
rarily extricated from the effects of a storm of
their own raising, which well nigh destroyed
them. We can excuse an exuberant flow of
joy and rejoicing on the oceasion of so narrow
an cscape, We cannot blame them for the ex-
hibition, even though most of it may be sheer
pretension, as we believe it to be.—Atlanta,
Georgia—National American.

DUINGS IN CONGRESS,

The proceedings of Congress during the
past weel.have been of a general and miscel-
laneous nature, and relating chiefly to the
business of the country. The appropriation
bills and other matters have occupied its atten-
tion.

Tne Sexare spent some days in the discue-
sion of the bill to repeal the Fishing Bounty
law, which finally paseed that body.

One of the Minnesota Senators, Mr, Rice, was
sworn in and took his seat. Gen. Shieldg, the
other, not being here.

The House has referred the credentials of

the three members elocted from Minnesota—

she is only allowed two—to the Committee on
Elections.

They were chosen by general ticket, whereas
the law requires members to be chosen by dis-
{ricts,

But the most interesting doings of the Honse
were on Thuraday in regard to—

\THE DOORKEEPER OE THE HOUSE,

Mr. EUNKEL, of Maryland, from the Commit-
tee on Aeccounts, submitted a report to the cifect
that R. B. Hackney, the Doerkecper of the House,
has employed a larger number of persons than he
is allowed—some of them receiving no compensa-
tion, but depending on the grace and bounty of
the House. There in (says the report) a great
abuse of the confidence reposed in him, which
cannot be too severely condemned. He has been
admonished, again and again, but still persists in
acting againet usage and Jaw, and jn open defiance
of the coutrol of the committes. The report also
shows great abuses in the folding-room—the Door-
keep king falso stat to the House s to
the number of persons suthorized to be employed,
and, that the economical objecta of the committee
bave been frustrated. Instead of $800, the ex-
penscs bad been inorensed to §,2,000 or §2,600 &
month. False returns were made on the books,
making the number of docunients folded during 1he
months of February, Murch, and April, one hun.
dred and ninety-six thousand more than the state-
ment of the Buperiniend The ¢ ittee say

there are other charges of malpractice and of a

voonl character against Mr. Hackney, but they do
not think proper to report the declarations of his
subordinates, over whom he domineers. He is
unworthy of trust, (continues the roport,) and is
cither entirely incompetent to perform his duty,
or shows a wilful and deliberate purpoee to per-
vert and abuse the power with which he is in-
veatod. The committee therefore report the fol-
lowing resolation :

Keesolved, That R. B. Hackney, Doorkaeper of
the present House of Representatives, b, and is
hereby, dismissed forthwith from that office.

Mr. Kunkel moved that the report bo printed
and its further consideration postponed until Mon«
day next at 1 o'clock.

The motion was ogreed to.

On motion of Mr. Nichols, of Ohio, Mr. Hackney
wne nuthorized to prepare sud file his defence, and
that it might be printed.

A PAID PIRE DEPARTMENT,

Mr. Mor i, of Pennsylvania, from the Committee
on the Distriet of Columbia, reported a bill to or-
ganize a paid fire department for the District of
Golumbin; and it was read twice and referrod to
. he Committee of the W hole.

S S —

@ Rev., Mason Noble will presch in
the Sixth Presbyterian Churoh, corner of Muryland
avonue and Bixth siroel, to-morrow (Bunday.) Ber.
v ices to commence at eleven o'clock.

T the afternoon the Lord's SBupper will bo admin-
inte od. Dwing the communion senson many will
unite themselves with the church on profession of
fuith, on which aceonnt the Lecture on the Vision of
tl.e Apostle John in the Isle of Patmos, &e,, will be
postponed until the foll
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To ovs Reavens,—We respeotfully inform
subscribers to the “ Amerfegn” that & new
quarter has begun, the old expiring with No,
19, and request them to come forward and pay
65 cents for the ensuing quarter as early as
possible, They may envelope the money and
forward it to us by any gafe hand. 1t is un-
necessary to say to them that we need it

Proresrant’s awage!!!—Tne Big's ar
Srake,—Men are nothing when the paramount
congideration of the eternal salvation of our-
selves and our offspring is involved. As for
Mr. Berret, whatever muy be his merits as an
individual citizen, he is not worthy of a thought,
in connection with the movement on foot to
divide the school fund, and thus render it to-
tally inefficient for the purposes for which it is
intended. The Roman Catholics of this city
ng clsewhere have always been opposed to
public schools, hecause the benefits they con-
fer are conferred upon all alike, without dis-
tinction, It does not suit their peculiar no-
tions that any other than what is known as
the Douay Bible, rhall be read, and therefore they
are unwilling that the Bible, as recognised by
all Protestant Christians, shall be read in the
schools, Henve it is that they wish the school
fund to be divided, and a specific portion of it
given to the Roman Catholic church to be ex-
pended by Romwan Catholic priests in the educa.
tion of children in accordance with the tenets of
the Roman Catholic church, For this purpose
they have managed to secure the nomination of
Mr. Berret, who is a Roman Catholic, for the
Mayoralty, and a majority of Roman Catholics as
the Demoeratic candidates for the Councils. A
similar attempt has been made in Baltimore, New
York, and elsewhere; but, God be thanked, with-
out success, and it now remains for the Protest
ants of Lhis city to defeat the plan which has been
g0 cunningly devised. These people care nothing
for men, provided they promote the cause of their
chureh.  Will Protestants look on and suffer such
an iniquity to be practised without raising their
hands to prevent it? Let Col. Berret be elected
and a majority of Roman Catholic Councilmen,
and what becomes of the Bible, as a text-book for
the rising gencration. The first thing we shall
hear of, in sueh an event, will be the expulsion of
the Protestant version of the Bible from the
schools, and next the subdivision of the echool-
fund =0 as to place a specific portion of it in the
bands of Roman Catholic priests for the education
of Roman Catholic children. All others, say they,
are hereties, and as such not worthy to be in-
structed. Protestants! Awake, arise, or be for
ever fallen 1!

Tae arrroacnisa Crry Brecrioy,—Wewould
most respectfully warn the honest, fair-minded
citizens of Washington, to be on their guard
against the tricks and contrivances of the min-
ions of the Executive.

The true friends of order, peace, and con-
servative freedom, should keep a sharp look
out for the movements of those who ousted, in
their nomination, the present Mayor Magru-
der, nominated Mr. Berret, and who so lately
attempted to put the’ city under the tyranny
of & Pretorian Guard of more than two hun-
dred men, st an annual cost to the Govern-
ment of some two hundred thousand dollars
annually—all these men to be appointed by
and hold their offices at the will and pleasure
of the President. Keep it constantly before
the voters of Washington that Mr, Berret, and
those who advocate his election, are of those
who would take from us, as far as they can,
all right to govern ourselves, They would
have placed in position over us an army of
tyrants—not of our own citizens, but such
persons as the Executive may wish to provide
for, who may come to Washington on their
own business, and who desire to be supported
uniil they ean get into better business than
ruling and kicking through the streets the
bumble citizens of Washington, :

None more than we desire to sce peace,
good order, and good government maintained
in our city. None would be more thankful
than we for the city to receive pecuniary as-
sistance from Congress to aid in maintaining
a quiet and safe governmint; but if these
tyrants really wanted to effect what they pro-
Jessed, why were they not willing to lct the
resident voters of the city elect a suitable citi-
zen bonrd, to make the appointments of the
city police from among our own resident citi-
zeng, By this free, republican method, we
should have had a police most wisely and safely
regulated. Those who had the appointments
to make would have an interest in what they
did, and be bound to appoint persons of like
character, all directly or indirectly responsible
to them. Never was a more barefaced attempt
ever made to take from us the freedom of the
city, under the pretence of giving us peace and
protection. We would ask the attention of all
our citizens, irrespective of party, to this most
odious attempt to tyrannize over them, and by
a united vote to rebuke it at the coming elec-
tion. =

Tne MavorarTy.—We copy the following
extract from the Baltimore Patriot

“ The unfortunate resolutions of the Demo-
craticand Anti-Know-Nothing Convention has

roduced a state of feeling that augurs very un-
nvorable for the future harmony and peace of
the city; and if there were no other ohjection
to the Police Bill now before Congress, the
action of the Convention in the o of these
resolutions sccures its defeat beyond a perad-
venture, That a body of men, from some of
whom, at least, we should have expected better
things, should spread before the world a string
of resolutions defamatory and slanderous in re-
gard to a Inrge number of the most reputable,
order-loving, and law-abiding of our citizons,
merely to gratify political rancor and to further
their politieal designe, is without pallistion or
excuse.  And if Oolonel Berret, whatever inay
be his worth as & man, and however ominent
his qualifications for the place, shall enter upon
the canvass with these resolutions as his plat-
form, we eniertain the strongest confidence that
he is doomed to be defeated. The citizens of
Washington now owe it to themselves, and the
future peace and prosperity of the city demand
it ot their hands, to mect and sclect, without
distinction of party, a suitable candidats for
Mayor."

Giod help the people of Washington, if, through
the pr of evil ols, the moboeratic
nominee for the Mayorally ghould be elected.
Oannot the people of Washington see the pit-
fall which is being dug for them? Tlie attempt
to pass a police bill, taking away from them
and giving fo the President the power of ap-
pointing a captain of the police, who, at the
head of two hundred men, should exercise all
the functions of police, acting out, ss he would
be compelled to do, the will of the President,

interpratation to this bill, afforded by the res-
olutions the anti-American conven-
tion, ought to them to & sense of the

deplorable condition in whieh the election of the
nominee of that Conyention will place them,
"Phose resolutions are the platform of that par-
ty, and Colonel Berrot, having accepted the
nomination, stands upen that platform, and is
pledged to carry out the will of the party, who
in convention nominated him. What @ the
will of that party # Let the resolutions answer|
Do you not feel and know that the will of the
anti-American party is “ power, plunder, and
extended rule,” and that they care not by what
means they obtain that end—the end justifying
the means? Look at * Bloody Monday"—re-
member the means used to obtain the election
of a so-called Democratic Alderman in the
Fourth Ward. Call to mind, too, the unpre-
cedented means used, (after the failure to elect,
notwithstanding the wanton sacrifice of ‘life,)
to oust the man, whom the people elected, from
his seat, and to place therein the very man whom
the people refused towote for—by which means
they succeeded in giving the scat to a Demo-
crat and anti-American,

Call to mind, too, the combined effort of that
party to throw the odium of these * deep and
damning” deeds upon the American party of
this eity! Their presscs labored and groaned
under the weight of their false and lying state-
ments. The people all over the country, were
made to believe that the city of Washington
was in the possession of the American party—
that they had taken possession of the polls,
and were murdering all who attempted to vote
a ticket other than their own, and that, under
these circumstances, the President, at the sug-
gestion of the Mayor, ordered out the Marines,
who, after firing upon them repeatedly, finally
dispersed them, and restored order to the dis-
tracted city.

You know, and the whole country knows
now, that the very reverse of this was the case,
and we merely repeat these facts, in order that
you may have them before your minds, while
deciding who shall administer the city govern-
ment after the first Monday in June next,

Can you, citizens of Washington, after all
that you have seen and suffered--your rela-
tions and friends murdered before your eyes,
in open day, under Democratic interpretation
of law—after all the miserable, despicable,
mean, contemptible persecutions which you
have witnessed for opnion’s sake—your streets
filled with murderers and aseassins—your city
given up to the tender mercies of those who
have been reared in haunts of wickedness and
crime, and who delight in scenes of conflagra-
tion, riot, and bloodshed—can you, we ask,
vole for a man who stands pledged to carry out,
if elected, the very principle—* rule or ruin”"—
which has made the city of Washington, for
years past, a moral lazzar-house? Listen to
the dictates of reason and common-sense. Learn
wisdom from the past, and let the future declare
that you have had enough of “rule or ruin,”
that you despise the principle which seeks to
advance “party” at the expense of the country.
Remember the watchword of your enemies at
New Orleans—* booty and beauty”—and act,
in the coming election, as did your fathers and’
brothers in that memorable contest, and you
shall be free,

Cincvrr Counr.— The inquisition ordered
Tuesday in the cage of Chapman vs. two of
the Commissioners of Election, (Hines and
Wright,) in the First ward, in June last, gave
damages for plaintiff in the sum of $750. Mr.
Wright died during the last month, so that the
weignt of the judgment will fall on Mr, Hines.
The third commissioner, Mr. Denham, was a
witness for the plaintiff. Mr. Charles Lee
Jones conducted the case for the plaintiff,

We learn that the similar case in the Sixth
ward is to be defended by the commissioners
against whom the suit is brought. The op-
portunity to do this arises from the discovery
of an error in the name of one of the parties
in the bill. A third suit of the same kind has
yet to be tried, viz: William Mullin vs. Thos.
H. Barron and B. 8, Kinsey, Commissioners of
Election in the Seventh ward. In this suit
Mr. Charles Lee Jones is retained for the
plaintiff and Mr. Joseph H. Bradley for the de-
fendants.  'Who dot want to sell his vote?

19~ A man living in the Soventh Ward a
fow days since rented a house of a certain gen-
tleman, and moved his family into it. He had
been an occupant of the dwelling a very short
time, when, during his absence, the wife of the
landlord called on the wife of the tenant and
inquired if her husband was a Roman Catholic.
She replied, “ that neither her husband nor
herselfl were Catholies,”

“Then you must move immediately, for 1
do not wish any other than Roman Catholics to
occupy our houses,” was the reply. When
the hushand eame home, his wifo related to him
the conversation, saying she supposod they
would have to move—and they did move, The
names of these parties are in our possession,
but we do not, at present at least, think it ne
ceasary to publish them. We give the facts —
They are suggestive, and we doubt not, will
lead to reflection,

§5 The great anti-American Locofoco do-
monstration, came off on Tuesday night. Tt is
unnecessary for us to give a description of it.
Everybody knows it was a fizzle—more noise
than scense—all sound, unsound sound, The
speakers demonstrated nothing, Ono said he
was afraid of being robbed or murdered every
moment, and ‘the Colonel said that if he was
elected, order should be restored in Washing-
ton. Ie didn’t tell Aow—but simply said it
should., Te did not tell the people that he
would, in person, head the police, and by his
example aid them. Not he. He knows that
he is afraid to go oot after night.  Don't let
the matter troublo you Colonel, your services
will not bae required.

B We find in the New York correspand.
ence of the Ballimote Sun, the following para-
graph :

* A detachment of twenty marines left the
marine barracks, Brooklyn, f:n- Washingtlon' on
Saturday.”

The municipal election is eoon to take plase
in Washington, and the marines above men-
tioned are intended, we suppose, a8 & reinforco-
mient of thoso already in Washington, who pre-
served the purity of the last election thete so
effoctunlly hy firing into a erowd of cleetors,—
Are there not some marines at Norfolk that
may also be spared to go to Washington for the
occasion of the municipal eleetion *— Lynol-
burg Virgini

regardieas of the will and wishes of the people,
should open their eyes to the desperate condi-
tion in which it ia the desire and the intention
of the anti-Ameriean party, backed by the pow-
er and influence of the Administration, to place
them.  But if this bo not sufficiont, surely the

Srxrn Pn:nnrrsm:;__('-hmmcn, (Tsraxn,)—
Wo are informed that some sixteen or eightoen
persons will unite themeelves with this church,

on profession of their faith, on Sabbath (to-
morrow | alternoon.

I

The following are the resolutions of the
Democratic and Anti-Knowing-Nothing (alias)
Loco-Foeo Convention, which nominated Mr.
Berrett.

“1, Rewolved, That in presenting the name
of James (. Berrett for election as mayor of the
city of Washington, we deem it proper to pro-
testupon every consideration of truth and jus-
tice, against the impression which to some
extent prevails in this community, as well asin
Congress, that the present city government is
responsible for the violence and outrage unfor-
tunately prevailing here. [They are properly
attributablo to causes of an entirely different
character. The defective moral training of the
youth of the land, in consequence of the general
disregard of parental obligations; the almost
universal laxity of eriminal jurisprudence, from
a sickly sentimentality in regard to the punish-
ment of capital crimes; the inadequate punish-
ment inflicted for minor offences; the bad ex-
ample of men in high places :—these, and other
caases combined, have vitiated the best elements
of society everywhore, and inflicted upon it
evils innumerable, if not incurable.]

“2. Resolved, That prominent among these ~
causes was the introduction into our midst of
the know-nothing organization,which by array-
ing friend against friend, and brother against
brother, has broken up the pure fountains of
friendship and love, precipitated upon us the
bitter waters of fraternal strife and hatred, and
shaken the very foundations of society.

"3 Resolved, That the evils incident to &
partizan police are justly chargeable to that
party. While in power it invaded, in a man-
ner hitherto unprecedented, every department
of the municipal government with the most
ruthless proscription, striking down all who
had not subscribed to its illegal tenets, and
rendering lif¢" and property insecure by the
notoriously partizan’ charncter of the entire

“police force of the city, who, urged on by influ-

ences engendered in secret politieal clubs,stimu-
Iated rather than repressed outrages of the most
serious character.  Whatever may be the fail-
ings of the present police force, those yho com-
pose it are not justly lisble to the charge of

_being partizans. They ave Jreemen, in the

junf. sense of that term—unbound by unconsti-
tutional caths, and perfectly free to do justice
to all, whether ‘to the nmnor born’ or not.

. [*Good’ and applause.]

‘4, Resolved, That the leaders of the know-
nothing party being responsible toan immeas-
urable extent for the present demoralized con-
dition of society, many of those who in the
main composed it, now come forward with bad
grace, disclaiming party rule in municipal af-
fairs, and asking the votes of the people upon
independent grounds. [“That’s it,) and ap-
plause.] Those who trust them, judging from
the bitter experience of the past, will find them-
selves dependent, rather than independent, not
only for the free and full exercise of their polit-
ical rights, but for the life and liberty which
they enjoy under the providence of God and
the provisions of the Federal Constitution, Wo
therefore call upon all who are opposed to the
principles and practices of know-nothingism,
a8 evidenced hereas well as in Baltimore, Louis-
ville, Uincinnati, New Orleans, and other large
cities, to stand firm and unite with us in crush-
ing out, finally and forever, the last remnants
of this miserable faction,

**b. Resolved, That the invasion of our then
quiet and peaceful city, on the day of the last
municipal election, by hordes of know-nothing
ruffians from Baltimore, is without a parallel in
the history of civilized communities, [Good.]
Our warmest thanks are due, and are hereby
tendered, to the President of the United States
and to the Hon. Secretary of the Navy for the
readiness and promptitude with which they
responded to the call of the mayor of the city,
and by the interposition of military force re-
pelled the invading foe, and rescued the Capital
of the Republic from the carnage which other-
wise awaited it. Those who were absent in
their far-distant quiet homes can have no ade-
quate and proper idea of the condition of things
which on that occasion, existed here, render-
ing it not only justifiable but obligatory on the
proper authorities to vindicate the supremacy
of the law at all hazards and to the last ex-
tremity.” [Applause.]

Now, we ask, can any one of common sense
expect, that any member of the American
party or a conserative citizem, can or will vote
for such a nominee.

{\ Sonen Mavor—It has been a matter of *
Strious concern, and the subject of earnest con-
versation among the ganhedrim, for some time
prior to the meeting of Tuesday night, how to
keep the mayor sober for the occasion? It
was determined that he should address the
meeting to show his intention of supporting the
nominee, but the question was how (o keep
him sober? After much deliberatign they
came to the conclusion that he should be the
first speaker, as they all agreed that if they did
not, he would not be in a fit condition to ad-

* dress the assembly at all,

Washington city was entertained last Sun-
day by a very pleasant and cheerful exhibi.
tion. Two kegsof ale wero rolled out into the
street, the bungs knocked out, and a grand time
had, in political Wiscussion and Jovial hilarity.
They are a jolly set of dogs in Washington—
always full of fun and fight. What a pleasant
plnce it will be on the day of election |— Lyneh-
burg Virginian of the Tth inst,

Wasusoros, D, O, May 18, 1858,
To the Editor of the American :

The question is often asked, “ Who should
Americans support in the coming municipal
contestt"—in other words, what eandidate now
prominently before the people is least objee-
tionable to the principles of the American party
of Washington? For the Mayoralty, the names
of James (. Berrott, John Purdy, and Richard
Wallach, have been presented to the people.
With the election of the first, we may roason-
ably expect a continuance of the murder and
pillage that has so long disgraced our city.
Knowing little or nothiog of our municipal
affairs, and setting out with the avowed inten-
tion of retaining in office the men who have per-
mitted the principles of Iaw and order to bo
trampled under foot, we cannot reasonably ex-
pect that the prosperity of our city will show
more signs of improvement under his adminis-
tration thin we have witnessed in our National
Government by the change from Pierce to Bu-
ohanan. d

It in piain to all who have observed the pro-

grees of this campaign, that Purdy stands no
chance whatever of an election,

Under the circumstances, however much we
may be opposed to voting for any man who is
not an avowed American, yet the time hag come
when the question of law or no law must take
the precedence over the principles involved




